Prime Minister of Greece                                               July 27, 2010
Mr. George Papandreou

Dear Prime Minister,

The Greek American Medical College is a newly founded group representing the Physicians practicing in Greece that have been Board Certified or Board Eligible in the USA. Board Certification in most specialties of Medicine in the US requires not only complete accredited extensive training in the US, but additionally, meeting qualifying examinations of the Board that governs each specialty nationally in the US. Several other European countries such as the United Kingdom and the Netherlands, honor this qualification for the practice of US-trained physicians in their territory. Each member of our group has been nevertheless re-qualified for clinical practice in Greece, as required by current regulations.

Most of our members have current or past faculty appointments at US Medical Schools (Assistant, Associate or even full Professorships) along with extensive clinical, research and published work in our field.

We recently became familiar with the draft law which the current Minister of Health, Mrs. Mariliza Xenogianakopoulou, proposed and voted in the Greek parliament. This law excludes us to apply for the position of the chairman, (Dieythinti) in the National Greek Health Care system. All the training, knowledge and efforts we accumulated in Greece and abroad (especially in the USA) is considered obsolete (!) with this new law. We do not consider ourselves an “elite” group, but we find this measure unfair and against Your vision of open Greece, with fair competition, openness, and awarding each position to the most qualified candidate.

We are proud of our decision to return and practice in Greece. Part of our vision in doing so, is maximizing the service we can offer-along with all other Greek colleagues- to our fellow countrymen and our Country. 

Dear Prime Minister we appeal to you to reconsider this anachronistic law and to give us the opportunity to equally participate in all of our country’s functions, as it is fair for all Greeks, including positions in Greek Health System.

Sincerely Yours

For the Board of the Greek-American Medical College:

George Farmakides, MD-Acting President Professor of OB/GYN  University of Stony Brook N.Y
Anastasios John Kanellopoulos, MD-Acting Vice-President Associate Professor of Ophthalmology Columbia University
